MEMORANDUM
Bz Kent Gray, Director, DERR
From: Jason Knowlton, Environmental Scientist, DERR
Date: December 16, 1994

Subject: Summary of the Leeds Silver Reclamation Site

I have not been able to obtain a copy of the 4-page letter from the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to 5M Corporation that was
referenced in the letter from Representative Met Johnson to John
Giedt of the EPA (attached). very likely, this is in reference to
the Leeds Silver Reclamation Site, being investigated by the
Superfund Branch. 5M Corporation has been identified by the EPA as
a potentially responsible party for this site. Following is a
description and summary of activities at the Leeds site.

The Leeds Silver Reclamation Site is an abandoned ore processing
facility located approximately 1 mile northwest of Leeds, Utah, in
the Silver Reef Mining District. The site consists of 3.8 acres of
ore material deposited on a leach pad and 2 leachate collection
ponds . S5My. - INE: of Hurricane, Utah currently owns the Eacility,
although part of the leach pad was constructed on property owned
and administered by the Bureau of Land Management . Environmental
and health concerns include the potential for heavy metals to
migrate off-site to an adjacent wetland, and on-site exposure to
highly acidic (pH < 2) waters in the collection ponds.

Utah Division of 0il, Gas and Mining (DOGM) and the Utah Bureau of
Water Pollution Control {(BWEC) . prior to CERCLA involvement .
Several construction Or pre-construction meetings were apparently
held between these parties in 1978. The DOGM was in control of a
surety bond surrendered by a former site operator for about $43,000
for site reclamation.

The site was discovered into CERCLIS, 10/29/86, due to concern by
Utah Division of Water Resources over tailings potentially washing
into Quail Creek Resexvoir., 3 Preliminary Assessment Report was
prepared by the Division of Environmental Response and Remediation
(DERR) , V2LLT 8T, which outlined concern for potential
contamination of surface water and soil. Sampling was conducted at
the site, 7/31/90, by the DERR; soil/tailings, sediment, surface
water, and ground water samples were submitted for heavy metals and
radionuclide analyses.

An Analytical Results Report was prepared by the DERR, 10/30/91,
which identified several potential threats to human health and the
environment from site conditions. The DERR recommended in the
cover letter to EPA that the EPA Emergency Response Branch (ERB)
assess the site.




The EPA-ERB began assessing the site on 2/4/92. A site vVisit was
conducted with DERR, DOGM, and EPA-ERB- in attendance. EPA-ERR
indicated that further work would be conducted to more fully assess
ecological threats associated with the site. A memo from the Epp
toxicologist to ERB, 4/15/92, indicated that potentially
significant risks to human health and the environment may be
Present from the highly acidic water at the site. An EPA-ERB
environmental/ecology/wetlands Specialist visited the site on
05/05/92 and récommended, in a 7/92 report, “Field Reconnaisance
and Wetland Assessment of the Leeds Silver Site," further site
characterization, including sampling and an ecological assessment

On 10/23/92, David Moore, President of the Hidden Valley Water
Users Association (HVWUA), stated that he beleived that the site
wWas contaminating a drinking water well located near the southeast
corner of the site. The Utah Division of Drinking Water (DDW)
later condemnegd this well due to exceedances of uranium and
biological barameters. On 05/06/93 The DDW hosted a public meeting

ERB initiated enforcement and planning activities 12/14/92,
Preparing an Inter—Agency Agreement (IAG) with the Bureau of
Reclamation (BOR) for BOR to conduct a value Engineering (VE) study
of possible site stabilization measures. A '"Preferred Plan
Remediation Report" was brepared by the BOR for EPA, and forwarded
Lo the DERR by EpPA 10/4/94, which outlines conceptually work to be
performed to clean up the site. Proposed activities are to include
the dewatering of on-site ponds and capping of the heap-leach pile.
Work is expected to commence early in 1995,

The EPA-ERB continues to work closely with the DERR, apprising us
of current activities and seeking comment on proposed actions.

CC: Steven Thiriot
Brad Johnson
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December 3, 1994

John R. Giedt
United Statasg EPA Region 8
999 1Bth Streat, Suite 500
Denver co 80202-2466

Dear Mr. Giedt:

A copy of your letter to SM Corporation has been sharegd
vith me. I am amazed at the bureaucratic arrogance V@CZdL
within those four pages. 71 Suggest you might contact <j?5

the DEQ in Utah. They have had a great deal to do with _
the situation in that area.

I have first-hang Knovledge of the entire situation ang /B{Euw
¥as instrumental in helping the Hidden Valley Water Company

find a new Source of wvater. At the time I was helping,

vhich took about one year, I saw repeated documents and

evidences where SM had performed and participated in

a variety of actions that were positive and beneficial.

They even went so far as to warn the developers of

Hidden Valley., as wve1ll as the State, that the water in

the area they had chesen to drill had minerais in excess

of what would be safe for drinking.

I suggest that You begin again {n dealing with S5M and
vith a coordinated effort with the BLM and with the
state of Utah DEQ. 1In my opinion, .this is ap inappro-
Priate way for 8&nY agency, federal Or state, to behave
and/or mandate. I would appreciate very much a response
in writing from you. Thank you.

Sincerely,

AT REGEIVED

Met Johnson
State Representative GLo 14 165
District #74

WA Depaciment of

Environmental Qualit
Jviplan Al Arinkine WGLI

€c: 5M, Inc., Commissioner Russell Gallian, Governor Leavitt
c/o Bob Linnell}, Diane Nielsen}’gﬁo, Ted Stewart, DNR




